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Deceit & Wickednels, 


Preſented to the 


KING and PARLIAMENT 
By Thomas Boyce, 


| WithaCopyofthe PAPER the&UſKBRS 

put forth againſt me, Alſo my Neighbours Te- 

imony, and Sir Richard Ingoldeſby's Certificate 
Concerning me. 
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— Tothe King's Excellent Majeſty, 


Moft Noble Worthy, 


E pleaſed to hear the Complaint of a poor man, whoſe 
B name is Thomas Boyce, dwelling at Hor/ly-Down in 
Southwark, having complained to ſome ot your Mas» 
jefties Juſtices of the Peace concerning ſome wrong which I 
have received by ſome of the People called Quaker-. 
Whereupon ſome of the Chieteſt of them have, as I under- 
ſtand, ſecretly ſignified to the Juſtices, as well as to orhets, * 
That I am infected with the diftemper of Madneſs and Di- 
ſtration, but have left out the cauſe ; and by reaſon thereof 
have ſtopped, as much as in them lieth, the very current and 
ſtream of Juſtice, Now foraſmuch as they have told the 
Diſtemper, be pleaſed to give me theliberty to tell your Ma- 
jeſty ſomething of the Cauſe, For it is poſlible chat ic may 
be an infe&ious Diſtemper, and if I ſhould conceal it, 1 
may couceal Treaſon unawares. I having heretofore expo- 
ſed my ſelf to the diſpleaſure of my former Acquaintance 
and Relations to be a Quaker, and was one of them above 
ten years, then believing their ways to be the beſt; during 
which time I was true to what I profeſt, But finding ſome of 
the Heads, as well as others of them, contrary to their Prin- 
ciples, I was willing to tell them of their Error : who fell 
upon me by way of threatning,with great and terrible words; 
which cauſed atrouble upon my mind : and about Funelaſt 
was twelyemonth I was taken in a ſtrange' manner, to' the- - 
amazement of them that ſaw me, it being amongſt ſeveral 
hundreds of the people called Quakers: Whereupon ſonie of 
them cxyed out, Decert, aud it was ſaid that I was mide a 
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publick fign for my wickedneſs. * After which time my 
ſpeech was taken from me, and I continued fpeechlefs 33 
weeks together 3 only ſome few words I might ſpeak for a 
week or two, which they that were with me, could not tell 
what I meant 5 and for five weeks together I could eat no 
food at all, only drank Water ; neicher was it perceived that 
I had any fleep during that time 5 neither do I know all the 
33 weeks I was at all ck. The cauſe of which 1 humbly 
conceive is your Majeſties cogern to inquire into. Where- 
fore I am willing to lay this before you, and it-is without the 
advice of any, to yam my duty towards God, my obedi- 
ence to your Majefty,and my love co my Neighbour : which 
duty is faixhfulneſs that the Lord requireth. He that is not 
faithful to his God, cannot be faithful to his King, nor true 
to his Neighbour, And if Iſhould prove ſome of the Heads 
of the Quakers to be guilty of Unfaithfulneſs in the matier 
aforeſaid, then I hope your Majeſty will not blame me, 

" Now as concerning my own Diſtemper, it. is Poverty, 
which they have brought upon me, by taking away wy good 
name, who before did help relieve them, bur now I am not 
able to help my ſelf, Concerning which diftemper one 1/:/- 
liam Pen, George Whitehead, and Thomas Rudyard did pro- 
miſe upon Condition to cure, which Condition I am not 
willing to perform : bur if Ido, I believe I ſhould be an un- 
done man for ever. And therefore I had:;rather be as I am, 
than betray my truſt. Now I do beſeech your Majeſty would 
be pleaſed to grant, That thoſe perſons called Quakers, or 
futh of them as are chiefly concern'd either in violating 
your Laws by Threatning, or otherwiſe broak the Com- 
mands of God, (whoſe Minifter I am ſatisfied youare) and 
have or ſhall pretend in the Name and Authority of Him 
who is'God and Lord overall the whole World, cofitrary to 
your knowledg, privity or conſenr,'take upon. the:n to give 
Jadgment in any cauſe, matter or thing whatſoeyer, may 

come 
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' come before ſuch as your Majeftie ſhall think fit and allow 
of to anſwer the fame, and I-wich them may be face to face, 
and be permitted to declare my knowledg without any in- 
terruption 3 and what Evidence concerning the ſame; may 
 bebrought alſo : and then your Majeſty may know whether 
theſe high-ralking Quakers are in the Error or not 3 and 
then you may have an underſtanding who is the Seer, and 
who is the Blind, and fo it may be known who is moſt mad, 
wy Accuſers the Rich, called Quakers, or the Poor man by 
name, and your Majtfties poor Subject; 
| Thomas Boyce, 
Fhe Copy of the aboveſaid was delivered! 
by me into the King's own band the 
25:h of April 167F. 


"To the Honorable, 
T be Lords and Commons aſſembled m Parliament. 


& Obedience to his Majeſty, I did fignifie to him my Duty towards 
God, whoſe Miniſter I am ſatisfied he is; a Title indeed worthy 
of double honour : I mean no other God than he whois GOD AND 
LORD OVER ALLTHE WHOLE WORLD. The 
reaſon why I uſe ſuch expreſſions is, becauſe rhere is a people called 
Quakers, lome of the heads of them have got an Imaginary God in 
their own Comprehenfion, which goeth aboue to dethrone him. the 
true God, before mentioned, if it were poſlible ſo to do 3 and thereby 
may deceive the whole World. Now I am both wilting to fignify my 
Love to my Neighbours, and lay it before you who - are cheifly con- 
cerned therein in their behalfe 3 which Leave, as aforeſaid, is the Com- 
mand of God, NOBLE WORTHIES, be pleaſed to bear and 
take notice of the» words of a. poor Man, I ſpeak not in flattery, nor 
by way of infinuation, but the plain and naked cruth of my heare; I 
have bzen under great AfﬀiQtion for ſome years-paſt, and not freed yet ; 
the reaſon- whereof is beſt known to- the Lord : by which AfiRion I 
have gained ſome underſtanding of his ways that I was ignorant of be- 
fore, which underſtanding I would not watkesly lofe, —— 
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| hide any thing from your which I apprehead' is my Duty'to make 
wn.” Thele people, called Quakers, who pretend. chemſclves to 
bethe-SEERS,. and all others rhat arc out of their form and man- 
ner of drels,to be Blind; I would willingly prove them liars our of their 
own mouths, -who rellpeople, they mmſt be perfelt, as God us perfet; 
which Scate of PerfeRion, ( ſay they ) mult be witneſſed, before chey 


- g9. our of this World, Andall that preach againſt this Doctrine of 


Perfeftion ( they ſay) arc the Devils Miniſters, Now be pleaſed co in- 
vire whether or not theſe men, or any of them which preach this Leſ- 
01 © others, have ſach PerfeRion, and whoſe Miniſters they are ; 

for ſay they; the Tree 15 know by its Fruit. Now ſuch as are eſteemed the 

beſt of theſe ( called Quakers ) ſome particular of themhaverhreatned 
to vex me, andcalled me Knave, Traitor, and Fudar, and would haye 
had me curned headlong dpwn Stairs: and at another time ſome of 
them took me by the Leggs and dragged me down Stairs with my 
head on the ground, and had me towards the-Street where ſome: rude 
Boys were, then ſet me upon my Leggs: and I being ſcarce able ro ſtand 
by reaſon of their abuſes 3 to excuſe themſelves, they gave outT was 
drunk, and ſent for a Counſtable to fetch; me away, and would noc 
give me a little water to waſh off che Blood which they had drawa from 
me. Yoif theſe be the practices of. thoſe called the beſt, chen- will 
leave it to your Honours to Judg what the worſt of theſe ( called Qua- 
kers) are. Some of chery have preſented a Paper to the King and Parhia- 
ment in the behalf of che people of God ( as they call themſelves) : it is 
ſaid, in the ſaid Paper, they cannot cake an Oath for Conſcience. ſake,as 
they pretend, nor Swear at all in any caſe, Oneof their Preachers, 
viz. | Solomon Eccles, laid, Our Tea and Nay is more then Swearing 1n 

a Conrt of Tudica'ure. : and if fo, be pleaſed to inquire why they do not 
rake one anathers 7ea and Nay, without ſubſcribing to their form, 

and acknowledging them to be the people of God,. and that which they 

declare to be the truth and no other, cheir form is this, I A. B. 


- dodeclare in the truth of my beart, in the fear of God, and before theſe 


(meaning the heads of the Qnakers) his Faithful Witneſſes, or other- 
wiſe, in the preſence of God, or bim that knoweth all things : and with» 


" out ſuch or ſuch. like declaration they will not permit any one to marry 


( as they call it) amongſt them, nor in ſome caſe will not lend Mqney 


" without ſuch a ſubſcription, Now I will leave i ro your confideration 


whether this their Form be. not an abſoluce @ 4 7 H.  Lipeak or 


this out of envy or prejudice to any, but only co diſcharge, my own 
; conſcience ; for I do belicye theſe People (what ever they 6xpretond) 
ienccop ates | Y 
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no 1. . 
fer as lictle by the Law as they do by the Goſpel, or Goſpel-order ; yet 
now they can cry up the Scriptures in words che moſt of all people, 
and can make uſe of the Law upon occafion'; for they told me (by their 
mouth George Whitehead) they would anſwer the Law, bur have nor 
yet anſwered me therein : he preteaded in thie Nom: of God to cut me 
down, and told me a few days before that a man ought to be heard be- 
for Judgment or Condemnation paſſed upon him in aty Caſe whatever; 
and che ſaid George Phitebral laid, he muſt bz true to his principles 
therein: yet nevertheleſs he would have me cu: down without my be. 
ing heard. Sotharhe hath not only proved himſelf a Lyar, but alfo a 
Blaſphemer, 'if he cannot prove his Authority for ſo doing from God, 
Allo be pleaſed to take norice of Fobs Boulton, one of the called Faith- 
ful Witneſſes before mentioned, who pretends to be a Seer, and the 
mouth of che ecernal Gd, for that he the faid Fobs Bowltox did cauſe co 
be brought before hum '( and ſome others who prerended' themſelves to 
be Judges) a Woman and her Son, being of their own Society, and ac. 
caſed them of lying cogether and being unclean ; what proof they had 
for their uncleanneſs I know not ; nevertheleſs Fobs Boulton, did'paſs 
Judgment that they were unclean,and one of his Brethren Thomas Pad- 
ley laid, If the World ſhould know of it, they would be bh banged. I 
underſtanding thereof went to the faid Fobs Bowlton to defire him tb 
hear what I could fay inthe matter, -being fully ſatisfied that he had 
given wrong Judgment, but inſtead of regarding te therein, he 
the ſaid Fob» Bowlt1n Judged me wnclean allo: Afterwards the Q44- 
kers preferred a Laſs to this Young-Man ( who was ſo judged unclean ) 
and joyned them together as Man and Wite, according to their form! 
above expreſſed, *As to the particular of marrying, ſhe proving her ſelf 
not like a Wife ; I acquainted ſome of the heads of the Qwekeys there- 
with, one of them, viz.” Walter cMiers, who was chiefly -concerned 
in the putting them together, did acknowledg he had known her long to 
be a wild Laſs; and one Thomas Biddle, ſaid ſhe was of a bewitching 
"Spirit, and a depth of deceir, and that ſhe had deceived a- Servant of 
his ( which Servant (he ſaid) cried out The+had undone tim, and 
ſoon after he-died ); and farther T. B, faid, be feared ſhe would” 
prove a Whore; fothey were willing to let her have a Husdand, fearing 
Icſt ſhe ſhould bring,a diſhonour' upon the Truth, as they call*d ir, 
Upoa occafion afterwards,being urged cherero by the ſaid Walter Mires- 
and the fai4' Thomas Biddle and ſome' others; I ſaid ſhe was nor his 
Wife (meaning no otherwiſe than'thrat ſhe- way not agood' Wife, as T did 
then aud theteexprels my (clf;) notwichſtanding the Quakers ſeemed 
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to make a wilful miſtake of thoſe my words, as if thereby I would have 


$) | 


had them parted, which the Lord can witneſs for me I had no ſuch 
thought, All which Leave co your Honours to judg of, and by this 
and the ewo Mouths,to wit, George Whitehead and Jobn Boulton, you 
may nnderſtand what I mean by their /maginary God, and the Seer, 
and the' Blind before mentioned, And youmay allo underſtand thac 
the Quakers have put fortha Paper againſt me, which I defire may be 
called 1n, for they can prove nothing true of what they have chercin aſ- 
ſerted againſt me, - Iris granted,after I had been at their private-houſes 
andchear private-mectings, L did go to their publiqueAſſemblies,where- 
by they pretended I diſturbed them: the realon of my going was to 
know what was the deceit and wickedneſs chey had accuſed me of, and 
wherein.I was unclean, But inſteed of giving me Satisfaction therein, 
ſome of the Qazkers there met, laid violeat hands upon me to force me 
out of their Meeting, ſome raking me by the Throar, others thruſting 
their Elboes on. my breaſt,” and ſome chruſting me upon my Belly even 
ready to take away my Breach, fo that I could have no Right done me, 
neither in private nor in publick, Afﬀera year and half's Suffering 
in this nature, 1 went to William Penn to alke him what was the rea- 
fon why he concerned himſelf to cell che People in a Publick Auditory 
as he had ſeveral times done, biding them bred net what I ſaid, for I was 
diftrafied-: bur lefe out 'the Cauſe, He told mie he did not know the 
Cauſe 3 and after he had by me underſtood the cauſe, did grant I had 
wrong, whereupon he ſer a time apart on purpoſe to do me Right, and 
did come to me, and defired me to conceal the wrongs I received from 


Friends (meaning the Quakers) and let all die, becauſe, ſaid he, if the 


World ſhould know thereof,our enemies may take advantage againſt us, 
naming one Hicks, who he feared moſt, as I ſuppoſe: which I ſhould 
willingly have done, and imbraced his and George Whithead's reward 
( which was that they would cake Care that 1 ſhould be provided for) 
if it had not been for wronging of my own Conſcience. Bur if I had ſo 
done, The. Padleys words would have proved true, and I ſhould have 


" been as heſaid of me, wits a Kuave, a Traitor, and a Fuder: and that 


might -have vexed me for ever, and for ever. ButT not anſwering #/4/- 
liam Penns defire therein, the Quakers dealings to me have been worle 
then before, which may appear, af permited by your Honors to have a 
hearing thereof, in the behalf of him, who is not only his Majeſties _ 
SubieR, but his and your Honors faithfal Servant to the utmoſt of my 
Powe: «0 ſerve.my Generation tall Death, 

Thomas Boyce, 


—— 


This folowing z5 the Copy bf the Paper the Quakers put forth 
againſt me, and diſperſed ſeveral of them to the Worlds 
People, as they call them, 


| Hereas Thomas Boyce, by Trade a Taylor,dwelling 
V in Horſy-Down-ſtreet, hath for ſome time paſt 
come to the Meetings and Afſemblies of the People of God 
called Quakers, whereby his reſorting to the ſaid Peoples 
Meetings hath given occaſion to ſome to judg and believe 
that he is in Fellowſhip and Unity with them. Fg 
But for the Information of all people by whom he may 
| be fo thought and judged, We the People aforeſaid having 
had a good fence and diſcerning of the Converſation and 
Spirit whereby he is guided, that it is not according to the 
Spirit of Truth and Righteouſneſs, but rather of an unſet- 
led envious Ranting Spirit, Do therefore give forth this our 
Teſtimony, that we have not, nor never had Unity with that 
Spirit by which he is led and acted; but do now, and ever 
ſhall declare, That we have no more Fellowſhip with him 
and ſach as he is, than Light hath with Darkneſs, or Truth 
with Error, unleſs true:and unfeigned Repentance be wit- 
refed 3 which is our defire he may be found in, before he 
goes hences and be no more ſeen, | 


Given forth: by the People called Quakers; at their Meet- 
ing at Horſie-Down, the fifth day of che fixth month, 
C ed Auguſt, 1674, £45 
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—— 


Some of my Neighbours being ſenſible the Quakers bad a- 
buſed' and wronged me, gave forth this following Cer- 


irficate concerning me, 


Heſe are to certifie all whom it may concern, that Thomas Boyce 
'F is an Inhabicant of che Pariſh of St. Olave in Southwark in che 
County of Swrry, and by Trade a Taylor, living on the place known by 
the nate of Horſly-Down, near the Alley called by the name of Prich- 
ets-iAlley, above the term of ten years. Concerning which foreſaid 
Thomas Boyce, we whoſe names are here under. written do teftifie, That 
he is both an honeſt Man, and a peaceable Liver in the place where he 
dwells, and alwayes, when able, was a laborious man in his Calling, 
taking care to maintain his Family decently, according to the beſt of our 
obſervations 3 and makes conſcience of what he does and ſayes, fo far 
25 we know, © Further,we the ſaid under-written Witneſſes,do teſtifie 
that the ſaid Thomas Boyce was lately under the affliting hand of God 
in a fxange manner, being taken dumb,and could not ſpeak; and ſo conti- 
nued in a weak diftrated condition for ſome months, and'all that while 
uncapable of working ; whom now the Lord hath becu graciouſly pleaf- 
ed to reſtore again; to him alone be the glory, And and all this we 
teſtifie by knowledg of the truth hereof upon our words, as we are ho- 
neſtmen, In witneſs whereof we have hereunto. ſubſcribed our names 
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Luke Talbut, Jobn Bembridpe, 
Bartholomew (olling- | Samuel Wier, 
wood, William Richardſon, 
TJobn Stacy, Richard Tuder, 
Fobn Johnſon, | Leonard Hoare, 
- 7 ofeph Mewſe, William Wickins, 
Francis Aldwin, | Þ\ George Hamton; 


479M 
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Here follows Sir Richard Ingoldesby's Certificate, 


Helſe are to certifie all whom- it may con- 

cern, that the bearer, hereof T homas Bozce was 
heretofore a Servant to my Father Sir Richard Ingol- 
desby, Knight, ſo long as my. ſaid Father lived, and 
afterwards: to my Mother, in all about twelve or 
fourteen years: all which time he was honeſt and 
faichful, ſo faras l know or believe,in the Truft re- 
poſed in him ; which Truſt was very great. In Te- 
ſtimony whereof I have hereunto let. my hand 
this 26th of Lprill 1675; Ng: 


Ri. Inpoldesby. 


P——_ 


What hath been done by me in publiſhing theſe things, I was con- * 
rained thereto without the advice or counſel of any ; for. none can 
give mea better underſtanding in this my concern than Lhave in my- 
ſelf. The chiefeſt of all the Quakers, viz. George Fox, was with me 
rwice in my Affliction, who ſaid both then and fince, he did believe I 
would have ſpoke to him if I could ; and though he had formerly decla- 
red be bad power to bind and 0 looſe whom he pleaſed, yet could-notor at 
leaſt did not unlooſe' my tongue, or help me out of my Aﬀiction. . O- 
thers of their Miniſters ſaid, I might have ſpoke if I would, (in the faid 
time of my being ſpeechleſs) which was not only an abſolute untruch, 
but alſo a contraditon to George Fox aforeſaid. And fince my ſpeech 
was reſtored me, I complained to ſome of the Magiſtrates of the wrong 
and Injury Lhad received from ſome of the ſaid people; whereupon Tho- 

TC | 044. 


41 Rudjard told one of the ſaid Magiſtrates, that. he believed that © | 


was a Diſſemblex, and pretended my felf to be Madd and Dumb, and 


might have ſpoke if I would, and told me finee that the Magiſtrate be- 
lieved what he ſaid ; and ##1/1;aws «Mead: allo informed them, that I 
was a diſtrated man, and alſo produced a Letter from one of che ſaid 


Sage to the other, which Femes Parkes ( one of their Miniſters ) 
col 


me he ſaw, which I apprehend 'was the cauſe of my then proceed... 
mgs being ftopt, Time would fail to relate what, I have undergone 
- Concerning the things herein contained, and I am ſatisfied, whatever 
theſe people may pretend againſt me to-cover themſelves, they know 
they have done me much wrong, and that by'theſe cheir dealings they 
have given,occafion to other ſorts of people ( as well as cheir own ). to 
believe that I am not only a diſtrated map, bur bkewiſe guilty of great 
wickedneſs : by which talſe ſuggeſtions they have. ſhut up the hearts of 
moſt againſt me, and thereby endeavoured,and do ſtill whar in them 
lyes, #6 hinder me from baving any Food to eat, or Clothes to put 0n,or 
to provide for my Family: and one of them lately pronounced che curſe 
of God me, my Wiſe and Children, as others of them had done 
to me re. However I have been made able to bearir all, neither 
have I fainted yer, and doubt not buta time will come when it will be 
known to all people hat, and for What, and whoſe wickedneſs 1 was 
made a fign of : which is already known to the Judg of all the whole 
World, who is tlie R;ghe Honorable and cver Rexowned Wortby,worthy 
of all praiſe for ever. By me T. B. 


" How I became Dumb, or how my Tongue became to be bound, that 


is the Queſtion : but how it was unlooſed is without Queſtion, for I 


am {atisfied it was the Lords doing alone. © Sha not the Fudg of all the 
Earth do Right ? 


QO 


1 9 
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THE END. 
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